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Ginnings in the United States prior to January 1 this season contained a large proportion of high-grade, 
mediumestaple cotton, according to the Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service. Near- 
ly a fifth of the total ginnings was in the White grades 31 and above. Grade 41, the most prevalent 
grade, comprised close to two-fifths of all the cotton ginned through December this season. Cotton in 
the lengths 34 and longer made up nearly two-thirds of the total ginnings. This season's supply of cot- 
ton stapling 34 and longer totaled 9.7 million bales compared with 10.3 million bales a year earlier. 
Fiber test results showed that cotton in the desirable 3.5-4.9 mike range accounted for a higher percent- 
age of ginnings prior to January 1 than a year ago. Fiber strength of this season's ginnings averaged 
the same as last season. 


Grade 31 and higher White grades made up 19 percent of total upland ginnings prior to January 1 this 
season, nearly double that of a year earlier. Grade 41, the predominant grade, accounted for 39 percent 
of ginnings against 36 percent last season. Twenty-three percent of ginnings through December 31 was in 
the Light Spotted and other Colored grades, down from the 27 percent of a year ago. The grade index of 
upland cotton ginned prior to January 1 was 92.3 ( grade 31 = 100 ) against 90.2 for the same period a 
year earlier. 


Cotton stapling 36 and longer represented seven percent of ginnings prior to January 1 this season, a 
slight decrease from the nine percent in these longer staples a year ago. Cotton stapling 34 and 35 was 
equivalent to 58 percent of this season's ginnings against 63 percent last season. Thirteen percent of 
total ginnings through the end of December was in the two lengths 32 and 33 compared with 16 percent in 
the same period a year earlier. The lengths 31 and shorter accounted for 22 percent of total ginnings, 
up from the 12 percent in these shorter staples last season. The average staple was 33.4 thirty-seconds 
inches against 33.8 thirty-seconds a year ago. 


The supply of upland cotton to January 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings ) totaled 15.4 million bales 
against 14.7 million bales a year earlier, an increase of five percent. The distribution of this sea- 
son's supply to January 1, by grades, indicates large increases from a year ago in the White grades 50 
and above - 1.4 million bales - and in grade 32 - 0.3 million. Supplies of the White grades 51 and be- 
low were 0.6 million bales smaller than a year earlier and supplies of the lower Light Spotted grades 
were down by 0.3 million bales. The staple pattern shows that this year's supply of cotton stapling 32 
and longer totaled 12.0 million bales, down slightly from last season's supply of 12.6 million. Supplies 
in the lengths 31 and shorter were 3.4 million bales, up from the 2.1 million bales in these shorter 
lengths a year ago. 


American Pima cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season contained a much larger proportion of the 
higher grades than a year earlier and a slightly larger proportion of the longer staples. Grades 3 and 
higher accounted for 60 percent of total ginnings, up sharply from the ten percent in these high grades 
last season. The staples 46 and longer were equivalent to five percent of ginnings through December 
compared with four percent in the same period a year ago. Ginnings of American Pima cotton totaled 
59,700 bales prior to January 1 against 78,600 bales a year ago. 


Cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season totaled 11,603,000 running bales, according to the Bureau 
of the Census. This is the same as ginnings to the same date a year earlier. Ginnings through December 
31 were equivalent to over 90 percent of the indicated 1973 crop against 88 percent a year earlier. 
Cotton ginned in the December 15-31 period totaled 884,000 bales compared with 1,161,000 bales ginned in 


the same period last season. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to January 1 this season and last season, by states 1/ 












Grade reductions 


Total reductions 
SP 1g73 |) hove ee srs] neve }2* 173% | eatiora ee 





State 





Cite Pet. Pct. Pet. Pet. Rete Pots PGi 

North Carolina 10.9 TD - 0.9 - 0.1 10.9 Ze 
South Carolina 14.3 aS O25 On2 te * 14.8 ie 
Georgia 555 3.9 0:5 eae: me 6.0 6.3 
Florida 6.6 Awe OxZ e.10 One Ome 6.9 4.9 
Alabama 8.0 Ono Oa! 0.3 * Dey ah Sant dO 
Mississippi Weal eo ie, iliac On Onl 8.9 We 2 
’ Tennessee Teh, 7. ie 0.6 * = 9.1 Ses 
Missouri 2 14 @)ey/ O33 @)sl * ae0 ey, 
Arkansas 4.8 S20 0.6 OFZ Ort * So See 
Louisiana AzzZ BD We 0.9 * a4 4.4 
Oklahoma Oa, 0) 5) 203 9.7 * - re) VOR 
Texas 1.4 Olé LSRO 9.2 * Orn 16.9 9.9 
New Mexico 1.4. co 6a ae Oren Oin i 4.4 
Arizona io nO 3.9 2.0 * (Qa Sae/, Sap 
California 4.1 Seo ORT, Ore * * 4.8 B59 
Other Wats De9 ORS 0.4 - - Cleat igs} 
United States ,4.4 See 4.9 Sao * * 9.3 720 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple ip 







December 1-31 Season through December 31 





Grade ; Bales Bales Pot, * Pet. Bales Bales 2Cts, | Fev. 
it (10) - - - - - - - - 
2 (20) Os 386 > Be 1 153 2,189 0.2 B67 
3 (30) 714 18 ,658 2.4% S2c5 7,440 33,443 9:5 | 56,0 
4 (40) 8,692 13,379 20) a) 27.8 30,815 20,220 39.4 1 33.9 
5 (50) 13,462 L757 aoe 7.0 28 5/5 2,510 36.3 4.2 
6 (60) 4,394 366 ey) 1,0 8,064 404 iGe3 0.7 
7 (70) 1,443 559 4.8 1.6 2,064 559 2.6 0.9 
8 (80) 671 196 ene 0.6 842 196 te 0.3 
9 (90) 398 104. i.3 Des 398 104 OS 0.2 

10 (00) 1324 30 0.4 Ost 263 30 Oe3 @.1 

Total 29,919 95,435 © ‘100/08 100.0 178, 614 59,655. -F100r0! #100. 0 

Staple Code (32nd inches) 

40 and shorter 84 20 O73 Oh al 84 20 Osa * 

42 1,782 1,074 6.0 20 2,049 1,098 2.6 1.8 

44 27,894 33, 320 03,2 = 04,0) = a7 57456 55,325 93.1 92.8 

46 159 1.021 0.5 2.9 3,325 3,212 aiee 5.4 


48 and longer - - - - ~ = 2 cE 
Total 29,919 35,435 LOO; ORLOORS 78,614 D2) (OSs LOOTO = LOO.0 


Lid: Data for current season are preliminary, 
a Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to January 1 this season and last season, by states 1/ 








State 
Texas United States 
1972 eso oN eet eN cig aioe egy Vlora 






Readings 


Percent Percent Percent Percent 
2.4 and below - * - 0.3 = = = * 
Laie = = = = = ee = 8 
2.0 Ore Os1 | - OFS - - Oe Oe al 
ail Olei7 0.4 Orel - - > Oc3 Ose 
Cae 1.0 0.8 - OE Ov Ons 0.4 O55 
2.9 265 eO) Oo el Ome: 0.3 ier 0.6 
3.0 4.9 Zio 0.9 Nate Ore ie 2s 1.9 
Son ies S26 3.4 So Cee fro) Sao etl, 
Sigiz O) 4.2 Ses BA eth ik, ab Sew D0 4.2 
Sats Oi, Set 9.2 6.4 iO 4.5 ao 4.9 
3.4 eS, Hoe oO) aoe 2.9 RAO Tao Seni 
Se Sie) 9.5 14.8 ome 6.7 Bea 10.4 9.2 
Skye) ees LOS? (©) 9.7 LOWS Llano ee Ives 
Ses 8.9 10.8 ao 10.6 Wats) 12.6 Way alee. 
B26 We 14.5 7.4 10.0 a eO its) 5.6! lal Ceet el 1) 
3.9 Be SIGS) Os Srl ly ot) 2.3 9.4 10.4 
4.0 Caer, Seal Sou Oso 1SgC Olen: Woe. 8.9 
4.1 ea! ie ea 4.3 9.6 6.0 Dee 5.6 
4.2 sO) 4.1 ise Sea Great Cae SiS B32 
4.3 0.4 eS Ono Oe Zen Lo ie 1.4 
4.4 Ore 0.9 0.3 eo) 0.9 0.4 OSS Ow 
4.5 - OFS 0.4 0.4 OS Ox2 Onc Ore 
4.6 - = = O.1 ~ . - 
Aa - . - - 0.1 = 
4.8 = = = = * - * Z 
4.9 - - - - - - - - 


5.0 and above - - - a = = a 2 


a 


Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 


ew 


Average mike 3.4 ath ono Sao 3.0 Sens BAIS Saw 


yatta 
1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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